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Spring has Sprung: Send us your photos to publish  

AGM and the Big Debate 
The AGM of Galphay Village Institute was held on 18th March 2014. Some 22 villag-

ers attended the meeting. One of the main topics of discussion was the future of the 

village hall. A project to explore the future funding needs of the village hall was report-

ed on. It was estimated that £5,000 per annum will be needed given pending mainte-

nance such as window and floor replacements. Read more inside including how to 

have your say.    

Superfast Broad Band: Galphay Helps itself 
The project to make sure there is the option to have superfast broad band in the vil-

lage of Galphay has gathered speed and support in recent weeks. There have been 

public meetings, a meeting with MP Julian Smith and discussions with alternative 

providers. Read the article inside to find out what you can do to make sure you can 

access superfast broad band in your home or business.  

Join the Team  
The Galphay News needs you.  Find out more about how you can help contribute to 

this newsletter and share what is going on in and around Galphay. 
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AGM and the Big Debate  
This year’s AGM took place on 18th March 2014 and attended by 22 villagers. The 
meeting approved the GVI’s 2013 Annual Report and the accounts (prepared by 
Peter Norrie and audited by Graham Phillips).  

The main topic for debate was the future of the village hall. John Heath presented 
an analysis of the current and future maintenance and works costs of the village 
hall. The message was that over the next few years costs are likely to exceed 
income, perhaps by as much as £5000 per annum. The meeting considered the 
options for the hall as set out in the last newsletter: this is about the hall as the 
GVI can continue without the hall.  The new Committee will review the cost esti-
mates and options for future income and then present a clearer statement of op-
tions to villagers.  Meanwhile the events programmed for 2014 will continue. 

Comings and Goings  
At  the AGM we saw changes in the membership of the committee. We said fare-

well to Duncan Smith who has served on the GVI committee for more than 5 years 

and who has looked after health and safety, fire checks and mowed the grass 

more times than he would care to remember. Duncan thank you very much for all 

your years of service. John Heath, who has served for one year in his second peri-

od of service [previously as Chair & Secretary] also stepped down.  Thanks to 

John for all his work on projecting costs facing the village hall in the next few 

years. We also said goodbye to Kim Lafford who in her year on the GVI committee 

organised two extremely successful events and gave her support to many others: 

thank you Kim. 

Four new volunteers very kindly offered their time, energy and skills to become 

members of the committee and help support the village’s charity the GVI. Thank 

you to Sheila Philips, Doug Metcalfe, Bob Mundy and Ben Robinson. Bob is taking 

over secretarial duties from Mal Smart so double thanks are given to Bob.  

 

Coffee Mornings 
The Galphay Inn hosted the 3

rd
 

Coffee Morning of 2014 on 28
th
 

March. Seventeen villagers en-
joyed the social gathering and 
the cakes baked by Jean Denny, 
Sandie Martin, Ann Norrie & 
Sheila Philips. Gillian and Gerri 
generously served coffee and tea 
to all. Almost £50 was raised for 
the GVI. You might be interested 
to hear that since Gillian and 
Chris took over, coffee mornings 
and other events in the Galphay 
Inn, have raised close to 
£2,000.00 for the GVI. Big thank 
you to all bakers, donators and of 
course the team at The Galphay 
Inn.     
 
Coffee Mornings are held on the 
last Friday of every month at 
11am – 12noon at The Galphay 
Inn.  

Coffee Morning hosts at  
The Galphay Inn  

Debating the future of Galphay’s Village Hall 

June, Jean and Sheila; three happy 
customers  



New Columnist 

Revealed  

The Galphay News has been 
able to hire the services of its 
very own Agony Uncle. It is 
with pleasure we are able to 
announce the appointment of 
Archie Duke as our resident 
agony columnist. Archie will 
be responding to letters of 
Villagers asking for help with 
all manner of troubles; how to 
get your whites whiter, how to 
make your garden grow,  mat-
ters of the heart and those 
sensitive subjects you struggle 
to share with your nearest and 
dearest or in the pub.  
 
On the announcement of his 
appointment Archie comment-
ed “I have always had a nose 
for sniffing out peoples’ sensi-
tive parts and feel strangely 
drawn to them; drawn to offer 
my humble contribution. Wide-
ly travelled as I am, when I am 
in residence in Galphay all I 
can say is I feel the need. It is 
right and proper that I offer my 
services to these people.”   
 
Send your requests for advice 

and guidance to Archie Duke 

care of his Chief of Staff  

christopher.duke@btinternet.com.  

Putting Galphay on the map for Superfast broadband  

Superfast Broad Band 
On Monday 10

th
 March, 17 villagers attended a meeting at the GVI to offer 

their views on the lack of Superfast Broadband in Galphay. The current situa-

tion was explained to villagers who decided on a course of action..  

The map of the roll out of superfast broad band shows Galphay in blue; that 

means part of the 10% of the UK that is not scheduled to receive superfast 

broad band by the end of 2014. Villagers have launched a project either to 

ensure Galphay is provided with Superfast broad band by BT openreach or to 

find an alternative provider.  

The broad band project being run for the village by Phyl Johnson, Ben Robin-

son & Mal Smart has gathered momentum in recent weeks. There have been 

numerous contacts with BT Openreach, North Yorkshire County Council, Su-

perfast North Yorkshire, a Parish Council meeting with Superfast North York-

shire, a door-to-door survey, a public meeting in Galphay, a meeting with MP 

Julian Smith, a visit to other villagers who battled BT Openreach and won and 

finally, surveys and talks with alternative providers.  

The current situation is that MP Julian Smith is to communicate with BT Open-

reach on behalf of Galphay to request inclusion in phase two of the roll out 

and to obtain a reason if we are not be included.   

An alternative provider has also been working hard to survey sites around this 

village to explore the logistics of microwave broadband picking up a signal 

from Sutton Bank. The alternative provider is attempting to offer broadband at 

least 3 times faster than the average speed villagers currently struggle with. 

This will need a considerable number of villagers to leave BT and sign up with 

a new provider. Please email BenRobinson@peregrinefinance.co.uk if you 

wish to be kept informed of progress. Check www.galphay.org for more infor-

mation.  

mailto:christopher.duke@btinternet.com


Parish Council Updates 
Azerley Parish Council met on Thursday 27th March at 7.30pm in the GVI for a Par-
ish Council meeting covering the four wards, namely Galphay, Winksley, Mickley 
and Azerley. Following the regular meeting there was an Annual Meeting covering 
Azerley, Galphay and Mickley (Winksley has its annual meeting at a later date). 
 
Full details of the discussions and decisions will be available   shortly in the news-
letter posted on the parish noticeboard in Galphay bus shelter and delivered to 
each household. You will also find a copy at www.azerleyparishcouncil.btck.co.uk. If 
for any reason you don’t usually receive a copy of the Council’s newsletter, or 
would prefer to receive it by e-mail, it would be helpful if you could contact the Clerk 
[see below].  
 
The most recent meeting discussed Superfast broadband, changes to the local bus 
services, reports on potholes, the riverside Common Land in Winksley, coppicing 
woodland at Woodhouse Farm, Parish Caretaker tasks and planning applications 
and outcomes. 
 
The Parish Council schedules a monthly meeting on the last Thursday of each 
month. Full agendas of business are considered in January, March, May, July, Sep-
tember and November. The venue of these meetings rotates between Mickley 
Church Room, the GVI and Winksley Church Room. They always start at 7.30pm. 
Members of the public are welcome to attend all Parish Council meetings and hear 
the matters being considered. 
 
The Clerk to the Parish Council is Mrs Iona Taylor, email azerleypc@yahoo.co.uk 

Great British Quiz 
 
The Great British Quiz night was 

held in the Village Hall on Satur-

day 22
nd

 March.  The quiz was 

expertly crafted and hosted by 

Peter and Ann Norrie. Four teams 

competed for the honour of win-

ning both the Galphay Quiz Cup 

and the chance to write and host 

the next quiz. The winning team 

was made up of Sheila & Graham 

Philips, Elizabeth & Doug Metcalfe 

and their guests.  

Half way through the quiz fish and 

chips were delivered  from Kirkby 

Malzeard. This is something that 

may be continued in future as peo-

ple were happy with both the price 

and the quality: £7.00 per person 

for the quiz and fish supper.  

Here is a selection of questions 

from the quiz. How would you 

have done ? The answers are 

posted in the Galphay Inn.  

In what famous building was Winston 

Churchill born? 

What nationally important institution is to be 

found at Llantrisant? 

What fish is found in an “Arbroath Smok-

ie”? 

In which conflict was the battle of Edgehill 

the first engagement? 

Where is the oldest whiskey distillery to be 

found? 

Who painted “The Monarch of the Glen”? 

Ask Archie 
Galphay’s Agony Uncle  
Reaching Out a Paw  

Dear Archie,  
I have a problem that I hope you 
can help with. My front bush is 
becoming very overgrown and I 
have no idea how to trim it. Do you 
have any suggestions? Concerned 

Dear Concerned of Galphay,  
This can be a problem and as they get older bushes can get 
straggly. Either give it a trim yourself or get a professional in to 
do it. Personally I would recommend getting a professional in 
as they can give an aesthetically pleasing finish which often 
brings nice comments. If you decide to have a go yourself, 
don’t cut it back too hard as the regrowth can often be patchy 
and uneven.  
Paws, Archie 
Letters to my Chief of Staff   christopher.duke@btinternet.com 

Can You Help? 

We are organising a GVI event in October on The History of Galphay Village. This would involve 
talks and displays about the major events that have occurred here over recent years, as well as an 
exhibition of any historical documents and artefacts relevant to the village. Do you have any infor-
mation that we can use such as old photographs / documents / artefacts associated with for exam-
ple: 

Any properties in the village, significant events that have occurred over recent years e.g. Garden 
fetes, Millennium celebrations, Easter egg rolling, Scarecrow competitions, village BBQ, Maypole 
dancing, Pinfold restoration, Village Pub, Theatrical productions etc.  

Events from the more distant past e.g. War Time Galphay, the Old School, the old Chapel, the old 
Shop and Post Office, the old Blacksmith. 

Any old maps showing village boundaries and footpaths 

If you can help provide any of the above for loan during the exhibition in October, or require further 
information about the event, please contact Sandie Martin Tel: 01765 658461. 

History of Ripon Barracks 

Come along to the GVI on 8th May to 

hear Alan Skidmore talk about the 

history of Ripon Barracks. He com-

memorates the lives, times and stories 

of soldiers, their families and the bar-

racks at Ripon during the 1st World 

War. Entrance fee £3. 

mailto:christopher.duke@btinternet.com


Film Club  

On the second 

Wednesday of each 

month the Galphay 

Film Club shows a 

film in the village 

Hall. We try to bring 

the latest releases to 

villagers and will ac-

commodate requests 

where we can.  

Please email any re-

quests  to Elizabeth 

Metcalfe 
e.metcalfe@btinternet.com 

 

Film Club May   

Next Film is the Oscar 

Winning 12 Years a 

Slave. Wednesday 14th 

May: 7pm Village Hall.  

 

 

The new window seat at The Galphay Inn 

Pub News from Gillian & Chris 
Welcome to the regular feature letting you know what’s been going on and 

what’s coming up at The Galphay Inn. 

The past few weeks have seen a couple of changes and some fun events at 

the pub.  

First we’d really like to thank Gerri & Tim Hughes for the renovation of our 

beautiful window seat. As you can see from the photo they put many hours of 

skilled work into creating a great place to sit and watch the village go by.  

Second you may have noticed our ‘new’ old maps. We have three maps of 

the area dating back to 1775. Two of which were kindly donated by Nigel 

McConnell and all three of which have been framed by Alexander Brimelow; 

many thanks to both Nigel and Alexander. 

We held a very successful Irish night on 15th March. We were fully booked 

with over 40 villagers and friends attending to enjoy Irish themed entertain-

ment food and draught Guinness. 

Forthcoming Events  

Italian Evening on 26th April with a Prosecco and canapé reception followed 

by a three course dinner. All for £25.00pp.  

Quiz night with a Twist on 31st May. You’ll be able to test your food and drink 

knowledge with tasting sessions as well as trying your skill at ‘guess who’ 

baby photos. 7.30 start £8.00pp including supper. 

We’re getting ready for summer 

We are really grateful to Bob Mundy for his gardening help getting our  ter-

race ready for summer. We are looking forward to Pimms, BBQs and some 

summer sun. 



Contact Us 

Newsletter Team 
Archie Duke, Phyl Johnson & 
Petra Oldeman 
 
Phyl 650 050 
 
Petra 650 365 
 
phyl@strategyexplorers.com 
petra_oldeman@yahoo.com  

Make sure you get Your Copy 
The previous compiler of the Galphay Newsletter, Lynda Heath, has stepped 
down after a year’s volunteering. Many thanks to Lynda for her work, this be-
ing the second time she has taken responsibility for the newsletter as well as 
serving on the GVI committee on two occasions. Petra Oldeman and Phyl 
Johnson have been volunteered to pick up the pen.  
 
Some changes are planned and we need your help to make sure you still get 
your copy of the newsletter. The intention is to transfer to an electronic medi-
um. This is in part to save the cost of a print run but in the main to enable 
more content using photos, web links and video and clips. 
 
Future editions of the newsletter will be emailed and available on the Gal-
phay website [www.galphay.org]. If you would like paper delivery please 
email your name and address to Petra or Phyl or just pick up the phone to let 
us know; details in the contact us section below.  If you are happy to receive 
an email, make sure we have your email by sending it to us. We will signal 
the publication of each newsletter on the notice board, the A-board and in 
The Galphay Inn. We intend to publish four Newsletters per year.  
 
Anyone who wishes to join the Newsletter team please call Petra or Phyl; the 
more the merrier. It might be nice to hear from some younger voices in the 
village, perhaps writing a ‘School Gate’ feature: parents, feel free to make 
suggestions.  

Don’t forget to send us your news, views, photos and more  

The next edition will be 

out in  late June, send us 

your news, views, photos 

 

See colour version online  

at www.galphay.org 

and on your email   

Forthcoming Events  

Friday 25th April, 30th May & 27th June  

Coffee Mornings 11am at The Galphay Inn 

Thursday 8th May  

History of Ripon Barracks: A talk by Alan Skidmore.                                

Contact Duncan Smith duncs792@btinternet.com 

Saturday 17th May 

Come and join in on a Village Golf Day & Dinner. Enjoy a round of golf at 

Masham Golf Club then a ‘team’ dinner at The Galphay Inn. All  welcome; 

beginners and experienced players. Clubs can be borrowed.                   

Contact  Peter Norrie 650 343. 

Saturday 7th June Race Night 

 
An evening of horse racing; teams bid at the start of a race in order to buy a 
horse that  moves around a course with a dice throw.  
Contact Ben: 07766 525507   

Committee Details 

Chair Gerry Johnson 650050 
Treasurer Peter Norrie 
Secretary Bob Mundy 
 
Members 
Sandie Martin 
Doug Metcalfe 
Elizabeth Metcalfe 
Sheila Phillips 
Ben Robinson 
Mal Smart  
Gillian Wiggle  
 

mailto:phyl@strategyexplorers.com
mailto:petra_oldeman@yahoo.com

