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Future of the Village Hall
Read a report of the final vote to decide the matter of the sale of
GVI land. The villagers said ‘No Sale’.

Brand New Friendship Lunches
Community lunches to be held monthly in The Galphay Inn to offer
a chance for people who are more alone than they would like to
meet other people. Read about ways in which you can support this
positive endeavour.

Galphay Open Gardens
Look inside to find out about an event planned for this summer that
is going to open up gardens in Galphay for visitors to look around,
donate monies and help support the GVI
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A significant majority voted against selling any of the GVI land
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Village Hall Update
The Village decided against
the sale of land .

Villagers said ‘No Sale’.
At least one major issue concerning the future of the village hall was resolved at a special village meeting in
February. The meeting was called to debate and vote on the motion that:
‘The Management Committee be empowered to sell a portion of the land (approximately 800 square yards) sufficient to
build a dwelling and to build a new village hall on the remainder of the land; provided that planning permission be
granted by Harrogate Borough Council and an offer of a minimum £175,000 is obtained for that land.’

This was tabled by the GVI Committee as a means by which a decision on the sale of land could be reached.
The meeting was attended by 41 people. It began by Gerry Johnson explaining the background to the issue.
In summary that:
Whilst the survey showed that 72% of those voting wanted a new hall, less than half wished to sell land. The sale of 800
square yards of land might realize between £150,000 - £250,000 and estimates of the cost of a new hall of similar size
to the current hall were between £210-325,000 depending on materials used and facilities provided. Opportunities to
raise substantial funds via grant awarding bodies to contribute to the building of a hall were limited.
It did not, therefore, seem realistic to be able to build a new hall without the sale of land. It could be that the funds
available for the building of a new hall would be limited to that which could be realized from the sale of land. So if, for
example, we could achieve a sale price of £200,000 for land, the hall we might be able to build would be smaller than
the existing hall.

For the sale of land the constitution of the GVI requires that 75% of those attending a special meeting vote in
favour. On being put to the vote the motion was, however, rejected as follows:
Those in favour of selling land
Those not in favour of selling land
Abstentions

4
35
2

Gerry Johnson commented:
“This has been a complex issue to deal with and it is clear there are different views as to the best way
forward for the future of the hall. The discussions about what to do with the hall have taken many months. In
that time we have tried to make sure the different views have been aired and discussed and that people have
been given a chance to consider what is best. I think the level of participation in the survey and in the
meetings discussing the issues shows that they have done that. Of course the future of the hall is still a
matter of concern; it cannot last forever. But at least the committee is clear that we have to focus on
maintaining and developing what we have.”

A Review of the GVI Year
The following are extracts from the annual report that will be presented at the GVI Annual General Meeting .
The Future of the Village Hall A projection of future funding required for the maintenance of what is now a 100
year old wooden building has shown that it is likely to exceed projected income substantially. Different options
have been considered including the building of a new hall, the sale of land to fund it, or the continued maintenance of the existing hall. The eventual decision not to sell land or replace the existing hall is reported in this
edition.
The unifying wish of those who served on the committee throughout the year was that it should consult as widely
as possible and facilitate the community having its voice about the future of the hall. I believe that, despite the
difficulties experienced in doing so, this was achieved and I would like to thank the members of the committee for
ensuring this.
The GVI now needs to find ways to maintain and develop the existing facilities and this will be a major agenda
item for the next committee. There are aspects of the maintenance of the hall that will require attention in the
short term. Plans also need to be drawn up for wider aspects of hall and grounds maintenance and development
over the next few years, including the future of the tennis court, the condition of which is no longer suitable for
playing tennis.
Events Throughout the year there have been traditional events such as quiz evenings, talks, suppers, the film
club, the annual Christmas Fayre and monthly coffee mornings held in the Galphay Inn. Unfortunately the annual
village barbeque and fun day in July was affected by heavy rain, but it was still a lively affair. The year also saw
the successful introduction of a not too serious village golf day, a fascinating and widely attended exhibition of
the history of the village organized by Sandie Martin, with reminiscences of village life by Susan Teal and a
packed Christmas show (thanks to Marjorie Tate. and Elizabeth Metcalfe).
Website and Newsletter Thanks to Petra Oldeman the website has been substantially developed and now provides a site to publicize events and provide information about the village. The quarterly Galphay News has also
been further developed and provides a similar facility on line or in hard copy if requested. Thanks go to Phyl
Johnson for editing this and to all the contributors.
Finances There was a small rise in income over 2013 to £5152, achieving a surplus over expenditure of £1695
and contributing to our reserves which at year end stood at £4708. The funds available to the GVI are, however,
not enough to finance the sort of expenditure we are likely to face in maintaining the hall over the next few years,
so we will need to address the question of how such funds are to be generated.
If you wish to put your name forward as a member of the committee could you please let Iain Clegg 522 225 or
myself 650050 know, preferably prior to the AGM on the 17th March @ 7pm at the GVI.
(Chair)

Gerry Johnson

The Construction of the Nidderdale Dams: A talk from Dayne Swire
On Wednesday January 21st Dayne Swire talked to about thirty villagers about Bradford Corporation’s construction of
the Nidderdale dams and the progressive development of reservoirs moving north up the valley. The talk was illustrated
with vintage photographs and maps as well Dayne’s many anecdotes.
He explained that, as Bradford grew as an industrial centre, there was an increasing shortage of water. In the late 19th
century Bradford Corporation began an ambitious project to address the shortage. They began in 1893 with Gouthwaite
reservoir, not for the purpose of drinking water but for the wool industry. The first construction was that of the chief
engineer’s house (still an imposing building), followed by the dam itself, built with huge stones piled one on another
with concrete poured on top. The overall cost at the time was £240,000.
In 1901 construction activity moved to what became the Angram reservoir at the top of the dale. This was accompanied by a railway link from Lofthouse, requiring two engines at the front and one at the rear and running along the
route of the present road. The site of old tunnels can still be seen. Building Angram required accomodation for over
1500 workers with sixty five men to a hostel “ruled over by a hostel landlady”. Remote as it was there was a football
team and sports days featuring tug o’ war and donkey races. On completion in 1913 at a cost of £400,000, Angram fed
water the 36 miles to Bradford without the aid of pumps – a remarkable feat of engineering .
The third dam built was Scarhouse. Delayed because of the First World War, it was begun in 1921. A whole village was
built first with many of the buildings moved from Angram. The footings of those buildings still remain and are evidence
of its size. The village included residential bungalows, ten hostels each of sixty five men, a 600 seat cinema, a canteen,
shops (including a fish n chip shop), a recreation hall, a church, a school (with three teachers and ninety pupils), a
slaughterhouse, a football pitch and, opened in 1923, a post office. The construction of the dam became an attraction
for visitors, not least local dignitaries who took the train to the site, not only to witness the progress, but to enjoy lunch
and afternoon tea. Eventually opened in 1936 Scarhouse has a 2.2 million gallon capacity.
If you have ideas for future talks please let a member of the committee know.

A view of the Scar House Reservoir: the third to be built and begun in 1921

Film Club
e.metcalfe@btinternet.com

The next film to be shown at
Galphay’s film club will be The
100 Foot Journey starring
Oscar winning Helen Mirren.
A comedy in which a French
and an Indian restaurant enter
into a feud with unexpected
outcomes.
Come along and share an
onion Bhaji or French Fancy
depending on where you sit.

Come along and join in with the latest book

Launch of Galphay Book club
The first meeting of the Galphay Book Club was held in
the Galphay Inn on Tuesday 3rd of March. 15 people
from the village and beyond attended. It would seem
that there are a fair few avid readers turning pages in
Galphay.
The club will meet on the first Tuesday of every month at
7pm in The Galphay Inn. The idea is to choose a book,
and all read it within the month, then discuss responses
to the selected book while enjoying a glass of
something.
The first book that was chosen is
The Lifeboat by Charlotte Rogan.

Sunday 24th May at
2.00pm at GVI
Refreshments @ 4pm

AGM
Notice is hereby given of
the Annual General Meeting
of The Galphay Village
Institute on 17th March at
7pm at the Galphay Village
Hall.
Please attend

It is 1914 and Europe is on the brink of war. When a magnificent ocean
liner suffers a mysterious explosion en route to New York City, Henry
Winter manages to secure a place in a lifeboat for his new wife Grace.
But the survivors quickly realize the boat is over capacity and could sink
at any moment. For any to live, some must die.
Over the course of three perilous weeks, the passengers on the lifeboat
plot, scheme, gossip and console one another while sitting inches apart.
Their deepest beliefs are tested to the limit as they begin to discover
what they will do in order to survive.

Next Meeting will be Tuesday 7th April @ 7pm
The Galphay Inn

Down on the Farms
In this feature we keep up with the rhythm of the countryside in which we live
and all enjoy so much. Many thanks to the Bailey, Stonard and Weatherhead
families for letting us take a peak into their busy farming lives Updates written
mid March 2015.

Gold Coin Farm
Since the last newsletter, the stock work on the
farm has fortunately remained settled. The
cattle are all still inside, with the twice a day
checking and feeding regime.
The Suckler cows are showing signs of
motherhood and should be starting to calve
from mid-March. So over the next few weeks it
will show us how well or how not well ‘Howl
Dale Excelsior’, the Angus breeding bull we
bought last May, has performed.
Hopefully the weather will be kind to us in April
and May so we can turn them out to grass for
the summer. The beef fattening unit continues
with the first batches of Black & White bulls
being sold from the new building. The building
is working quite well with improvements being
seen with both health and growth which means
they are hitting their finishing weights needed at
around 10½ months of age.

Holme Grange Farm
Here at Holme Grange Farm we have just
finished lambing our first batch of sheep which
are the pedigree Suffolks and Texels. It has been
the best lambing to date in terms of assisted
lambings and problems in general. The result is
15 lively, healthy lambs and all ewes doing fine
too. The newly installed cameras in the lambing
shed have also played their part with Barry
checking them at 2am daily to ensure no one was
about to lamb in the middle of the night. A good
night's sleep is invaluable at this time of year
when there is so much to do.
There should be a 6 week break now until the
mule/mule cross ewes start to lamb. Hopefully by
this time the early lambs will be out in the fields a sure sign that Spring is not far away.......
Hank the Hereford bull is due to go home after
his holiday in Galphay at the end of the month,
hopefully leaving all 7 cows pregnant. Watch this
space.

Owster Hill Farm

We are still several weeks away from lambing our few ewes. This year I announced that I did not want to be left with the lambing, as Warwick is away a lot midweek, checking pigs on his other
units. So he has "sponged" the ewes so that they came into season and were served over one weekend, which means in
theory that about 40 of them will lamb very close together, and there will only be a few left for me to keep an eye on. Warwick assures me that he will be here over the two day period, and that it will be a "doddle" for me! Which means, I hope,
that I shan't be calling on my lovely neighbours - Christine and Pam, for help. Time will tell.
The pig industry is going through a bad time - but not as bad as the dairy farmers - partly due to the strong pound, and the
political situation in Russia. The Russians used to import quite a lot of pig meat from the UK, but this has ceased because
of our sanctions. As is usual these days, farming is now part of the global picture, and so many factors are beyond our
control. Personally, we are thankful that we recently put up our new piggeries, which have been a huge success, keeping
our costs down, and the pigs are thriving so much better than in some of our old buildings. Nevertheless we shall be relieved when prices start to increase again. Keep buying British pork!

Galphay Open Gardens
Galphay is having an open garden day this
summer there’s plenty of time to get involved.
On the 27th June Galphay villagers are opening up
their gardens to the visiting public to raise money for
the GVI. We have 11 gardens (including the Pinfold)
so far and would love more. Gardens of all shapes and
sizes are welcome to join in.
Opening a garden is not the only way to join in. You
can help in someone else’s garden or, like Kim Lafford
and Elaine Stonard, serve refreshments from your own
garden. We need people to staff parking areas and,
as we will make good use of the GVI as a further refreshment / plant sales area, we’ll need volunteers to
sell tickets, teas, coffees etc.
If anybody would like to set up any stalls ( plants,
cakes, jams etc. ), please us know and we can advertise this for you. Ripon Walled Garden will be setting a
plant stall up at the GVI. We are looking to attract other stalls and sponsors, if possible.
If you have any thoughts, ideas or worries, please
contact Bob Mundy or Duncan Smith 650102 who are
the drivers of this project.
Their will be a short meeting at the GVI on
Wednesday 18th March, at a new time of 6.45pm, so
not to spoil the charity quiz at the pub, starting at
7.30pm. We hope that as many villagers will attend as
possible. Even if you are not showing your garden, it
doesn't mean you are excluded!

Come along to our
first planning
meeting on
Wednesday
18th March @
6.45pm
at the GVI

Friendship Lunches to Start in Galphay in April
Get Involved in this warm hearted community event
Once a month, Galphay will be hosting a friendship lunch for people who are on their own,
retired or just don’t see as many people as they’d like to and would like to meet with
other people and enjoy lunch at The Galphay Inn.
This is community endeavour and the lunches will be provided by Gillian at The Galphay
Inn at a price of £7.00 for two courses. There will be volunteer staff and volunteer drivers
to help people travel to the Friendship lunch.
You can help……..fancy volunteering to drive people to and from the event or you can
help staff the Friendship lunch and serve meals and drinks. Please tell your friends.
Wednesday 29th April 12.00

Make friends and eat with friends
Enjoy a two course meal £7.00
Or soup and sandwich £3.50
Every last Wednesday of the month at 12.00pm
All welcome
Please book in advance
Transport available call Gillian 01765 650002

What would you like to Share with the Village ?
If you have news from an event you have been involved in please let us know. We can help
you write the article and format any photos you have taken. phyl@strategyexplorers.com

Ask Archie
Galphay’s Agony Uncle
Reaching Out a Paw
Dear Archie,

Dear VVZ of Winksley,

I have heard that the government has extended its

There is a big question mark next to the merits of this scheme

“cash for clunkers” scrappage scheme to include old

now. Newer models not only have installation costs, but also

boilers. I would like to trade mine in for a newer,

typically burn out irreparably after five years or so, and have to

decorative and more energy-efficient model. How

be replaced. Old boilers tend to be much more reliable. They

do I apply? If the one I select proves to be high-

might be a little on the large size and likely to make strange

maintenance, is there a returns policy?

noises, but as long as the gas leaks are not too serious, I know
which I’d rather rely on to see me through the cold nights..

VVZ Winksley

Paws, Archie

Parish Council Update
The next meeting is on Thursday 26th March at GVI and combines an Ordinary Parish Council
Meeting with the annual parish meeting for Galphay Ward. Agenda will be posted about two weeks

Scoop the Poop
The newsletter has received complaints that
there is an unfortunate amount of dog poop
not being picked up on Azerley Lane.
Please scoop your doggie’s poop and keep
the whole of Galphay clean.

Would You have Got it Right ? Sheila Philips was the quiz mater at Saturday 28th February’s
fish n chips quiz night. The winning team was Roger Nightingale, Elizabeth Metcalfe, Roger Dawson
and Paul Warrington. Would you have got some of the questions right ?
[1] Penelope Pitstop and Dick Dastardley are characters in which animated TV series?

[2] What colour sweatshirt did Brian Clough always wear to matches?

Look at this old photo of the pub
that Elizabeth Metcalfe found. We
have no idea when the name of
the pub changed and hence the
date of the photo. Perhaps you
know ?

The Galphay Inn in times gone by

Pub News from Gillian & Chris
Our regular feature letting you know what’s been going on and what’s coming up at The Galphay Inn.
It was great to see so many of you over Christmas and New Year. We enjoyed a full and exciting range of meals and
events. It was especially lovely to have the choir from Summerbridge Junior School singing their favourite Christmas
Carols. Now spring is here, we have extended our opening hours and are serving lunches and dinners from
Wednesday through to Sunday. The bar is also open on a Tuesday evening when the pub can also be used for
meetings and community events. Come and talk to us if you have an idea.
Some events for your diary are:
Easter: Opening will be extended, check the websites www.galphayinn.co.uk and www.galphay.org for
details
Wednesday 18th March Food and Drink Quiz
Book your team’s table and test your knowledge and taste buds at our fun quiz evening. We’ll start at 7.30, best of
luck with our visual, tasting, identification and general food and drink questions. £5.00 per person to include supper.
Monday 6th April Village Games Night
Come and join us from 6pm, challenge your friends and neighbours to some traditional and not so traditional pub
games: darts, dominoes, backgammon, Connect 4, Jenga and more. There’ll be a hot supper at 7.30pm Pre -booking
essential £8.50 per head.
Saturday 25th April Cocktail and Canapé Evening
Dig out your cocktail dress and kick on your heels [lounge suit for gents] and enjoy an evening of cocktail tasting
accompanied by home made canapés. For further information and to book contact Gillian on 01765 650002.
Friday 15th May 3 Years at The Galphay Inn Celebration
Come and join us for a lively fun evening full of music and dancing to celebrate. Come along at 7pm.

Sheila’s Big Day
th

Sheila celebrated her 90 birthday on
the 9th February. Her celebrations
commenced on the 8th of February at
Ebenezer Chapel in Kirkby by being
presented with a birthday cake.

where Sheila lived on moving into the
village and marrying Joe.
Many of the residents from Galphay
and some from Kirkby came to wish
Sheila a very Happy Birthday. Many
cards, flowers and gifts were received
(52 cards in total).
So we would just like to say a very
Special Thank You on behalf of Sheila
and her family for making her birthday
a very memorable time.

The day continued with the immediate
family celebrating with a meal at the
White Bear in Masham in the
afternoon. Seventeen of us all got
Kind Regards, The Weatherhead
together which included sons,
family.
daughters, grandchildren and great
children. So in total four generations of
the Weatherhead family with Sheila
topping the list at 90 and the youngest
at 18 months.

The next edition will be out in
June send us your news,
views, photos
If you would like a paper
delivery just call Phyl or
Petra and we will make sure
you get one.

On the Monday Sheila’s actual birthday
Jilly Robinson very kindly hosted a
birthday tea party at Orchard House
which was the original farm house

Committee Details

Forthcoming Events at GVI
21st March

Howden Jones music evening
Contact Sheila Philips 658 034

28th April

Jacobs Join
Contact Aileen Clegg 522 225

May

Chair Gerry Johnson
650 050
Treasurer Peter Norrie
Secretary Iain Clegg
Members
Doug Metcalfe
Elizabeth Metcalfe
Bob Mundy
Ben Robinson
Mal Smart
Gillian Wiggle

Village Golf Day date tbc

Contact Us
25th May

Photography Talk

27st June

Open Gardens
Contact Duncan Smith 650 102

th

19 July

Newsletter Team
Archie Duke, Phyl Johnson &
Petra Oldeman

Phyl 650 050
Petra 650 365
phyl@strategyexplorers.com

Summer BBQ / fun day

