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Open Gardens Day Success 

Read all about the influx of over 200 visitors to the very first Open 
Gardens held in June in ‘blooming lovely’ Galphay.  

Farewell to Sheila Weatherhead 

The Weatherhead family have penned a lovely tribute to their much 
loved matriarch, the well know and hugely well regarded Sheila 
Weatherhead who passed away this May. 

Summer Events  

Look inside to see the events planned over summer and early    

autumn in Galphay. There is plenty going on for you to join in.  
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A wonderful Day in June to show off many of Galphay’s Gardens 

 Sandie Martin staffing her ’ice cream stall’   



Village Hall Update  

 

   

Proposal to develop the 
grounds of the GVI 

 

Helping families make more of the hall 

At the village meeting in February, whilst the decision was taken not to build a new village hall, the 
committee undertook to look at ways in which the grounds could be developed. In the survey that preceded 
that meeting ideas were put forward by respondents as to what sort of developments might be considered. 
Bearing in mind these, the committee decided to examine the possibility of   developing the current tennis 
court area to a multi purpose sports facility and developing the play facilities for children on the grass area to 
the side of the court. 

 Multi Purpose Sports Facility 

 Charlie Nichols has dedicated a great deal of time over the years to maintaining the tennis court for which 
many thanks go to him.  The tennis court is, however, now well past its best and is really no longer playable. 
Yet we know there are those in the village who would like to play. 

 A multi purpose sports facility could provide opportunities, not only for tennis, but other activities such as 4 
or 5-aside football, basketball and netball, ideally on a ‘rubberised’ surface.  Luckily the perimeter fence is in 
very good shape, therefore little or no work would be required there,  Such a development would be costly, 
however, so an application has been made to Sport England for the funding of £30,000. We will find out if we 
have been successful in September.  

We have already received kind offers of the donation equipment such as nets, bats and balls and, indeed, 
mini football nets have already been installed so children can utilise the current tennis court as a football 
pitch until any upgrades are made.  

Wooden Play Area 

 The area to the side of the tennis court is intended as a play area for children but there are very few facilities 
there. The suggestion has been made to build a variety of wooden play structures as Sawley have done on 
their village green. 

 Sawley paid an eye watering £18,000 to a play frame company for their wooden structure, which amounts to 
not much more than large wooden post, bolts, rope and nets. Given we have a local wood yard, experienced 
fencing contractors and joiners in our village, the idea of developing the play area ourselves at a much lower 
cost is being examined. Bob Munday has also kindly offered to make a separate funding application for such 
a structure.  

 Because there are regulations for the building of playgrounds we have also approached ROSPA (Royal 
Society For Prevention Of Accidents) for their guidance. We are told that a village trying to build their own 
play area is not uncommon but that we should provide ROSPA with an outline plan of the play area showing 
the proposed apparatus, materials, heights and accessories. ROSPA would then put together a design 
review and checklist for us  prior to any materials being built or works commencing. If the playground is built, 
ROSPA will then sign it off. 

 Your Help and Ideas 

With regard to both these possible developments the GVI would be grateful to anyone who can provide any 
assistance.  This could be financial, advice and knowledge or time to spare with any development planning 
or eventual building or preparation works at the site should we be successful in getting funding for either the 
sports area or the play area. 

  

Ben Robinson has kindly agreed to co-ordinate these efforts so any thoughts, questions or ideas can be 
emailed to him at  ben@peregrinefinance.co.uk or posted in his letterbox at Foxgloves. 

mailto:ben@peregrinefinance.co.uk


Sheila Marian Weatherhead was born on 9
th
 February 1925. Sheila spent her childhood in Yeadon where both her parents 

were teachers. Sheila was born into a loving family of Methodists with the faith staying a major part of her life. 

Sheila’s first job was working in a chemist bottling medicine, but with the outbreak of World War 2 she went to work at Avro 

in Yeadon, here she made parts for the Lancaster Bombers to do her bit for the war effort. At the end of the war and the  

closure of the factory Sheila then went to work in Dunoon in Scotland at Dhailling Moor Methodist Guest House. 

Through this she met Betty Weatherhead the guest House cook. Betty, who was also originally from Yorkshire, soon       

became friends with Sheila. Betty’s brother was Joe Weatherhead who, once introduced, took an instant liking to each other 

and were soon courting. 

Sheila and Joe were married on the 8
th
 January 1949 at Yeadon. They settled at Gold Coin Farm in Galphay where Sheila 

began her life as a farmer’s wife on the dairy farm and soon started a family, having three children, Ruth, Rachel and     

Robert; obviously liking names beginning with R. Sheila settled in quickly where she became active in village life, singing 

solos in the local village hall concerts and in the choir here in the chapel.  

In the seventies Sheila and Joe gave up milking cows and Sheila started her bed and breakfast. Sheila lost Joe in 1985 and 

eventually moved from the farm house to her final home at Garth Cottage. Garth Cottage overlooks the fields and the family 

farm which she loved very much and always wanted to be kept up to date with what was going on.  

Family was the most important thing to Sheila and she had a large and loving family:  her children Ruth Rachel and Robert, 

6 grandchildren Adrian, Sharon, Ian, Helen, Stuart and Tim. She had 4 great grandchildren, Ben, Joe, Sophia and Olivia.  

A huge part of Sheila’s life was being part of  Ebenezer Chapel. Not just attending Sunday services but having an active role 

within Ebenezer Chapel. When Galphay chapel was open she also was a regular attendee and helped there, assisted with 

the Sunday school for a number of years. This was also the chapel in which all three of her children were married and she 

had many wonderful memories there. She made some very dear friends through the church and collected for Christian Aid 

around the village for many years. 

In February this year Sheila celebrated her 90
th
 birthday, where for the first time all 4 generations of her family where      to-

gether for a meal. The next day a birthday tea was held in Orchard House formally Gold Coin Farm, with friends from the 

village attending. For her 90
th
 Sheila received over 50 birthday cards from family and friends. 

These two occasions were very momentous in her life. Sheila was never more happy then been surrounded by her family 

and friends and never stopped talking about her 90
th
 birthday.  

Shelia’s grandson Tim said movingly in his eulogy to his Grandma; “For the past 30 years Sheila has been the glue that has 

kept all our family in contact with each other and, as a family we will always remember her with great admiration and fond-

ness.” 

Farewell to Sheila Weatherhead 

1925—2015 



Village Golf Day  
The 2nd Galphay Golf Day in May saw new champion and very 

close race for runner up.  
  

 

 The sixteen tournament players including star players Paddy Lafford and Judith Nichols  

Event Organiser Mal Smart writes. We were extremely fortunate to pick another cracking day 
for the annual Galphay golf competition on the afternoon of May 16th. A turnout of 16 played a most 
enjoyable 9 holes at Masham golf course in four mixed foursomes.  The event was followed by an 
evening of entertainment and lovely food at the Galphay Inn by 26 players, friends and family. 

This year’s event was organised by Peter Norrie and I. We presented prizes for a variety of          
notable performances, a big mention goes out to Barrie Stonnard who very generously donated all 
of the golfing related prizes. A special mention for Judith Nichols who was pipped at the post into 
second place for the second year running (on countback) to our new Galphay champion Paddy  
Lafford, who made a very welcome return to the sport after a considerable  absence from the game. 
Well done Paddy! Others playing with Paddy were extremely impressed by the quality of his game. 

The day was a huge success and very well supported and has become an annual calendar event.  
Peter and I would like to thank all who attended and supported the event with a special mention to 
Gillian Wiggle who provided fantastic food at the pub and Peter who entertained us with his  
presentation speech.  

 



Christmas Show  

There is going to be 

another              

Christmas Show     

Sat 12th Dec                     

after the success of 

last years.  

If you’d like to take part 

and or help out please 

contact Elizabeth 

Metcalfe. 
e.metcalfe@btinternet.com 

Check out the Galphay.org for reading lists and reviews 

Galphay Book club  

 

 

 

Next Meeting will be Tuesday 7th April @ 7pm  

The Galphay Inn 

The Galphay book club is doing really rather well.  

Gillian has been hosting a monthly book club at The Galphay Inn. 
It has attracted a regular following of 10-15 regular readers. The 

club have worked their way through a number of books so far this 
year with more planned for summer / autumn. 

The books that the club reads are selected from                       
recommendations at each meeting and members then read the 
book and come together to take part in an informal discussion. It 
is a welcoming and relaxed event held at the pub and is open for 

you to come every time or dip in and out.  

The next meeting is 4th August  

@ The Galphay Inn 7pm 

THE YORKSHIRE 
FLAG  

 

You will have noticed 
that the Yorkshire flag 
now flies on the village 
green and will remain 
except for the special 
days when the Union Flag or the St George’s Cross will 
be flown. The GVI has bought the Yorkshire flag but 
villagers might like to donate to the cost of this (£150). If 
so could you please contact Peter Norrie (650343) who 
will be glad to receive your donations. 

Parish Council Update  

The Parish Clerk, Iona 
Taylor, has been updat-
ing the Council's website 
this month. Notable     
alterations include : 

 an online noticeboard 
to display posters of local 
interest 

 updated meetings 
documents section to 
display all the information 
required by the new 
Transparency Code 

increased amount of    
information and analysis 
in the financial section 

View on                     
azerleyparishcouncil.btck.co.uk 

http://azerleyparishcouncil.btck.co.uk


A Warm Welcome to Galphay  

2015 have seen some new faces arrive in Galphay. Here is a quick introduction 

to six new residents. Many of you have already met these charming folks but 

for those of you who haven't read on.  A warm welcome to them all.   

 

   Liz & David  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liz and David Powell have only just 

moved into Chapel House. Boxes still to 

unpack no doubt. They moved to       

Galphay from Aldwark near Easingwold, 

wanting to be nearer to their daughter 

and grandchildren in Ripon.   

Sharon & Les  

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Sharon and Les Wood moved into West Farm at 
the end of November last year.  They were looking 
for a quiet location in the countryside together with 
a bit of a renovation project and Galphay and 
West Farm fitted the bill. They are thoroughly    
enjoying village life, especially now their house is 
nearing completion, and are enjoying getting to 
know everyone.  Les is a keen table tennis player 
and is looking for somewhere to play competitively 
again. Any takers at he GVI? Sharon  likes     
reading, singing, sewing and gardening.  

Dorothy & Clive  
 
Dorothy Carmichael and Clive Monk have come 
all the way from Darwin, Australia (though they 
both hail from the North East) to Manor Barn.  
 
They enjoyed the Open Gardens event on    
Saturday  and the BBQ in The Galphay Inn    
afterwards. 



Nepal Fundraiser 

was a Tasty 

Evening 

Kim Lafford          

organized a          

fabulous fund raiser and collected over 

£600 to help quake victims in Nepal.  

25 villagers attended this event with others donating. This 

meant Kim was able to send over £600 the to Save the 

Children Appeal.  

How do you fancy the sound of this menu…..it was deli-

cious. A particular favourite was the soup: very unusual and 

very Moorish, well Nepalese if you excuse the terrible joke.  

Nepalese Lentil Soup with Nan Breads 

Masu Chicken Curry 

Potato Pickle  

Villagers provided puds                   

           Very well done Kim and team and thank you.  

Summer BBQ  

Don’t miss the fun 
and games at one of 

Galphay’s most 
popular events 

Sunday 19th July 
12noon 

Bring own BBQ food, salads, 
breads and puds provided 

Bar & outdoor games  

Recipe Books  
‘Recipes for Coffee Mornings and 

Afternoon Teas Happy Memories’ 

Produced by villagers Elizabeth Metcalfe & 

Sheila Philips with support and recipes 

from Galphay and beyond.                        

Proceeds go to St Michaels Hospice & 

GVI reduced to £7.00 for the last few  

You can get you copy from  Elizabeth on 

01765650449 e.metcalfe@btinternet.com 

or Sheila on 01765658034  

 Did you spot Elaine and Barry Stonnard in the 

Yorkshire Post ? 

There was a feature on Holme Farm and Elaine 

and Barry’s journey into farming in the Farming 

Section of The Yorkshire Post on Saturday 13th 

of June. 

The donkeys got a mention ...of course. So did 

Elaine’s cakes;  no news there, we already 

know they are Fab.   Congratulations to you 

both on a lovely feature. 

mailto:e.metcalfe@btinternet.com
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=nepal+appeal&view=detailv2&&&id=FFABD386BC9C6AC2D2BCB80020F0F7430EFF074B&selectedIndex=19&ccid=RhYc5Gr8&simid=608056284693725401&thid=JN.if8nw12bim3ZhE5cb89xEg


 
 
 
 

 

Friendship Lunches: Positive Community led event 

is doing well. 

 

This community run monthly event for the over 60s from Galphay and the 
surrounding area is now a popular social event  bringing people together.  
 
The lunches are held in The Galphay Inn on the last Wed of every month at 
12noon. Gillan provides meals at cost and volunteers provide desserts 
transport and help to staff the event.  
 
Given that this is a non-profit community driven endeavour, it is great to see 
that the places at the lunches are indeed being used by the senior community 
of the area.  
 
A big thank you to Gillian and all the volunteers without whom this event 
wouldn't be possible.  
 
 

Don’t forget to tell people about the Friendship lunches and book 
your table for August 



What would you like to Share with the Village ? 

If you have news from an event you have been involved in please let us know. We can help 

you write the article and format any photos you have taken. phyl@strategyexplorers.com 

Runaway Success of Galphay Open Gardens  

Over 200 visitors, over £1500.00 raise, members of our 

community enjoying pulling together and a party at the end 

of it all….what's not to like ! 

The first Galphay Open Gardens was a huge success. Held on the sunny afternoon of   

Saturday 27th of June and attracting over 200 visitors to the village.   People had   

travelled from Ripon, of course but much further afield as well. Newcastle, Sheffield, 

Nottingham and Lincoln amongst places mentioned.  The gardens, the village and the 

welcome were all commented  extremely positively.  

A combination of entrance fee, sales of teas & cakes, plants, jams. And other preserves pulled in a total that has tipped 

£1,500.00. Those monies will make a welcome contribution to the upkeep and development of the village hall.  

There are a series of thanks that must be offered to the people whose energy and positive spirit made this event the gem it 

was.  

To Duncan Smith, Bod Mundy, Petra Oldeman for organizing the entire event with unstoppable positivity and to all those 

who opened their gardens, to all the helpers and to Gillian for organising the BBQ in the evening.  



Ask Archie 
Galphay’s Agony Uncle  
Reaching Out a Paw  

Dear Archie,  

I  write as a fellow four –legged pal. I love my     

owners but  they do confuse me. Everyday and in 

everyway in fact. I wonder if you could clear    

something up for me? They trail round after me 

with little black bags for my ‘leavings’ . What on 

earth do they do with it ?  Where does it go? 

 VVZ Winksley 

Dear VVZ of Winksley, 
 

First it shows they recognise who is boss, second it  is taken to 

France and is used to decorate most pavements. Who knew !  

Paws, Archie 

 

Save the Date  

 

As you can see 
from their advert, 
the fabulous Bad 

Apple touring     
theatre company 

are coming to    
Galphay.  

 

26th September  

7.30pm  

Scoop your Poop in Galphay: 

please help keep the village 



On Open Gardens Day in June 2015 

Pub News from Gillian & Chris 
Our regular feature letting you know what’s been going on and what’s coming up at The Galphay Inn. 

It was great to see so many of our customers at our third year celebration in May. A massive thank you from Gillian 

for the wonderful gift; she just needs some free time to use her spa vouchers now. Over the last few months the pub 

has hosted, bunting making, the book club, friendship lunches, family celebrations, GVI meetings as well as regular 

drinking and dining. It has been a joy to see the pub so well used by its community.  

Some events for your diary are: 

Saturday 1st August Cocktail and Canapé Evening  

Dig out your cocktail dress and kick on your heels [lounge suit for gents] and enjoy an evening of cocktail tasting   

accompanied by home made canapés. For further information and to book contact Gillian on 01765 650002.   

Saturday 5th September  Late Summer BBQ 

Round off the summer by joining us on the terrace for an evening BBQ. 6.30-7.00pm. Adults £10 and Kids £5.    

Booking essential.  

Friday 9th October Fish & Fizz  

We will be offering a seafood led menu on this evening. Main courses will be £12.00 inc a glass of prosecco. There 

will be alternatives available for those whose ‘favourite dish is not the fish’. Booking essential.  

Saturday 21st November Game Night   

We will be offering a menu making the most of local game including favourites such as Fountains venison, Dallowgill 

pheasant and grouse. We’ll have more information for you in the next newsletter  

 

Gillian and Chris would like to thank their staff for all their hard work and support, particularly those that 

have been juggling work and exams over the last couple of months. We look forward to a good crop of    

results in August ! 

  

 

Summer is lovely time at 

The Galphay Inn 

Here we are on Open 

Gardens Day with our 

bunting up.  



Contact Us 

Newsletter Team 
Archie Duke, Phyl Johnson & 
Petra Oldeman 
 

Phyl 650 050 
 
Petra 650 365 
 
phyl@strategyexplorers.com 
petra_oldeman@yahoo.com  

The next edition will be out in  

October send us your news, 

views, photos 

 

If you would like a paper   

delivery just call  Phyl or  

Petra and we will make sure 

you get one.  

 

 

Forthcoming Events at GVI  

  19th July     Village BBQ and Fun Day   

                      Come and join in, chat and have fun 

 

26th     Bad Apple Touring Theatre 

September Tickets available at The Galphay Inn  or     

                    online see advert inside this newsletter    

 

17th October  ’Fusion Meal’  

       Contact Kim Lafford    658 289        

 

Sign up for Christmas Show  

Elizabeth Metcalfe  - e.metcalfe@btinternet.com 

Committee Details 

Chair Gerry Johnson     
650 050 
Treasurer Peter Norrie 
Secretary Iain Clegg  
 
Committee Members 
 
Janet Baines 
Danny Lafford 
Doug Metcalfe 
Elizabeth Metcalfe 
Bob Mundy 
Ben Robinson 
Mal Smart  
Duncan Smith 
Gillian Wiggle 
 
 

 

. 
Village BBQ and Fun Day 

Sponsored by LN Communications   

 

One of the most popular community events in      

Galphay is happening this month. Coma along and 

join in the family fun.  

Sunday 19th July from 12noon @ GVI 

Bring your own food for the BBQ and help yourself 

to salads, breads, puddings. 

Donations welcome on the day 

Bar, Four-a-Side ‘Exhibition’ Match, Wellie 

Wanging, strongest person, coconut shy, stocks, 

Raffle, 

Raffle Prizes: Tates Garden Centre, Ripon Pet 

Shop, Ripon Builders Merchants  

mailto:phyl@strategyexplorers.com
mailto:petra_oldeman@yahoo.com

