
 

Galphay Village Institute (GVI) 

Update on various important matters at the Hall and in the Village 
          

Dear Fellow Villager, 

We, the GVI Committee have posted this note to all villagers to keep you up to date with some developments up at 
the hall and also within the village. We would also like to briefly remind you of what the GVI Committee does and 
how you can be involved either directly or indirectly. 
 
What is the GVI? 

For many of you, the GVI is a committee of villagers who manage the hall and space around it, putting on events in 
the hall whilst keeping an eye on the halls maintenance. For a long time, this has been the case. Now however, we 
see the role of the GVI committee as much wider to include other village needs and requirements. The GVI 
Committee are dedicated not only to managing the hall but also to strive to make the best of Galphay, it’s village 
green, the tennis court and the skills and energy of the people we have within the village.  
All with the aim of making Galphay an even better place to live. 
 
GVI Committee AGM and New Members 

The AGM of the GVI Committee will be held in the village hall on Tuesday March 15th at 7.30pm.  
We really hope as many of you are able to attend as possible. 
 
This AGM will see a big change in the committee members with several of the ‘old guard’ who have helped over the 
years, stepping down to allow for new and possibly younger members to be involved. It is really hoped that if you 
have any interest in village events, the hall and the areas surrounding the hall that you will consider being part of 
the committee which meets once a month, on a Tuesday evening for about 1 hour, generally in the pub. 
 
Tennis Court Development 

Hopefully those of you that are on the village email list received the update sent on the 22nd December with regards 
to the potential development of the tennis court site. 

We were unsuccessful in obtaining funding from Sports England during 2015 to re-lay the tennis court with a hard 
all weather surface so the area can be used for a multitude of purposes. This proposal was made is due to the fact 
the grass is no longer suitable for tennis and barely suitable for a game of football. The email on the 22nd December 
asked villagers what their views were on updating the tennis court, what it can be used for, funding opportunities 
and offers of donations. We were delighted with a wide range of positive response, some on email and some in 
person. It is refreshing to know there are people in the village who do care about our amenities and adding benefit 
to them. 

However, there were a lot of non-responses, either due to the fact the recipient had no interest in the tennis court, 
or was possibly not on the village email list / email address had changed. 

Whilst we continue to explore funding options for the tennis court development, it seemed a great idea to try and 
improve the grass on the tennis court as best we can. Currently the ground is saturated and this is not all down to 
the recent weather. We have been granted £1677 by Harrogate Borough Council to use for improving the court. 
We met with the Green Keeper from Masham Golf Club recently and he is going to treat the grass over the coming 
weeks in order to kill back the moss that has taken over and also to aerate the ground in order to reduce the water 
retention. Hopefully his efforts will improve the ground as best we can, whilst appreciating that it is now beyond a 
traditional tennis court. We are also considering re-seeding the surface with funds from the grant awarded, but 
again this will only extend the life of the area as a grass court rather than giving us a more flexible multi use surface. 
 

Wooden Play Area Development 

As also mentioned in the email update on 22nd December, we have been successful in gaining a grant for £2500 for 
the purpose of building a play area up at the village hall near where the old goal posts currently stand. It is the 
committees intention to build a set of wooden climbing / play frames / monkey bars a bit like the ones Sawley enjoy.  
 
We are in the process of putting together a specification sheet and 3 quotes as required by the grant provider, the 
funds will then hopefully be released and we can have the plans certified by ROSPA (health and safety people) 
before getting the equipment built which we would hope to do before the summer. 

 



 

Xmas Tree on the Village Green 

Hopefully you saw the Xmas tree on the green during the holidays. We are now going to do this every year. 
We have had suggestions that a tree should be planted permanently, that we could consider a few smaller trees 
dotted around the green or indeed that we could put lights in the large tree on the corner of the green rather than 
using a pine tree. We will consider all ideas and if anyone has anything further to add or suggest. 

 
Power on the Village Green 

Thanks go to Gillian and Chris at the pub for proving a power source to light the tree and also to Judith and Charlie 
Nichols for allowing us to drag the power cable across their driveway. To mitigate this in the future and also to 
provide for other events, we are currently exploring the possibility of putting a permanent outdoor socket on the 
village green (awaiting electrician quotes and council approval) 
 
Events and Dates For the Diary  

Please keep an eye on the two village notice boards, the bus stop A-Board and the website www.galphay.org  
Reminders and new dates will be emailed to anyone on the village email list. 

- Howden Jones in Concert, GVI Saturday 5th March at 7.00pm 

- Badapple Theatre and ‘The Thankful Village’, GVI Saturday 23rd April at 7.30pm 

 
Village News Letter 

Sharon Wood has now taken over responsibility from Phyl Johnson (who we thank for her work to date) 
The next edition of the newsletter will be email / posted over the weeks following the GVI AGM. 
If you have any ideas or suggestions, please contact Sharon at sharonjwood1@gmail.com  
 
Litter Picking 

Last summer we gathered together a team of volunteers to clear the village roads, hedges and verges of litter. We 
managed to clear away 4 large ‘helicopter bags’ of rubbish. We are looking to do this again over the coming weeks. 
Please let one of the committee members know if you would be interested in helping and we will keep you informed 
of the date. 

 

Contact Details and Village Emails 

If you have any views or queries, you can contact the GVI committee as follows: 

General queries: Email Iain Clegg iain.clegg@btconnect.com  Secretary (retiring March 2016)   

Developments:  Email Ben Robinson ben@peregrinefinance.co.uk Committee Member    

Joining the Committee Email Gerry Johnson gerry.johnson@lancaster.ac.uk Chairman (retiring March 2016) 

Alternatively feel free to post any comments or ideas to Ben Robinson at Foxgloves 

 
If you are not currently on the village email list (news, events and updates) and would like to be or have updated 
your email address please could you email Mal Smart mal@malsmart.co.uk who will add you. 

 
Many thanks for now,  

Your GVI Committee : Gerry Johnson, Ben Robinson, Peter Norrie, Bob Mundy, Iain Clegg, Mal Smart, Duncan 
Smith, Doug & Elizabeth Metcalfe 

YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU 


