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Recent Events Since Our Last Issue 
Our annual event, Galphay Open Gardens & Summer Market was held on  

Sunday 24th June and what a turnout it was! Indeed the car park in Catherine’s 

field resembled more of a large country fair than parking for our little old     

village event!  

This year the village adopted the idea of ‘plant pot people’ with various        

examples dotted around the village. A great effort by everyone who decided to 

create one.  Definitely something we are going to do again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over £2000 was taken this year and after costs left the village coffers around £1800 better off. 

A huge thank you has to go to the 15 gardens that were opened and looked absolutely fantastic. Massive thanks 

also to the 14 stall holders who’s different array of wares made for a great Summer Market up at the hall. 

Galphay’s fantastic and tireless group of volunteers yet again made the day a success with their immense help in          

preparation before the event, ticketing on the day, tea and cake service at the hall, BBQing the sausages, guiding 

the car parking and generally helping out where needed. I have been asked not to attempt to name names due 

to running the risk of forgetting someone. A huge thank you to all involved! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A BBQ at the Galphay Inn was enjoyed by villagers and helpers after the visitors left for the day. 

The success of the Open Gardens continues and Galphay is now very much recognized as a place to visit by the 

Open Garden Gurus who flocked to the village and were very complimentary about all the gardens that were 

opened and moreover the great village spirit which was felt throughout the day. 

 

Roll on 2019! 
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Sharon Wood of West Farm, one of the helpers at this years Yorkshire Day event has put together this write 

up about what proved to be a successful and enjoyable day. 

Over 90 people, local and from further afield (born and bred in Yorkshire and many other places which don’t 

count!), came together on Sunday, 29th July at the Barn in Winksley to celebrate Yorkshire Day.  Our local 

landlord, Chris Duke, was one of the winners of the Yorkshire themed quiz, and diners were entertained by 

Yorkshire   comedian Mike Farrell after an excellent meal of Yorkshire roast beef and all the trimmings.   

The event was organised by Sheila and Graham Philips, who did a fantastic job.  The hard work planning and 

arranging the event was more than made up for by all the great feedback received and thanks go to all those 

who supported the event and helped to make it such a success.  Many requests have been received for this 

to become an annual event. 

All proceeds from the day went to Yorkshire Cancer Research, with a great sum of £354 being raised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recent Events Since Our Last Issue 

Our Annual Village BBQ was held up at the village hall on Sunday 22nd of July and was as ever well attended. 

Villagers and visitors brought a selection of their own meats to BBQ and in addition prepared a fantastic shared 

table of sides, salads and puddings. 

Yet again the Banoffee Pie was gone in seconds…… 

The village BBQ is a very simple way of people meeting for an informal chat, drink and bite to eat without the 

need to attend more formal events, or for those who might not normally visit the pub.  

 

 



In And Around The Village 
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OK, so the walk is not in or around Galphay, however very much worth the drive to experience a mixture of 

different terrains and views, most of which are stunning. There is also the chance to have a peak into a couple of 

potholes along the walk. About 7 miles in all, starting from Stean, past Middlesmoor, towards Scar House       

Reservoir and back to Lofthouse 



In And Around The Village Continued 
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The Galphay Village Institute Is Recruiting…….Still 

The current GVI Committee remain on the lookout for three more members to help organize and run events at 

the village hall and also in the wider community.  

The current members are: Mal Smart, Petra Oldeman, Doug Metcalf, Peter Norrie and Chris Duke. 

If you would like to join the committee, please email gvi@galphay.org or speak to one of the committee      

members in person. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Parish Council Capital Expenditure 

The Parish Council Clerk recently asked all Parish Councilors to consider ways in which the council could provide 

funds for the benefit of the villages it manages. The amount the Parish has to spend is reasonably small, running 

into several thousand pounds rather than tens of thousands of pounds. 

As an example, Winksley’s councilor has suggested and costed up spending of around £1000 to put new       

drainage into the common land down by the river and bridge in Winksley. The common land is getting more and 

more waterlogged which means it is becoming more difficult to manage and now runs the risk of being 

swamped and overgrown with weeds. Expenditure now would greatly increase the longevity of the land and 

make its continued management far easier.  

As a village we have discussed on several occasions the installation of mill stone based village signs at the            

entrances to the village. Highways, as ever, make even the most simplest of installations a very costly and     

difficult project. Perhaps we could suggest the Parish Council pay for the installation of these signs given that 

North Yorkshire County Council Highways refuse to allow anyone install a village sign unless they are a 

‘Highways Approved Contractor’ (I.E paid several thousand pounds to get a certificate…..) 

If you have any suggestions for expenditure in Galphay then please contact both Parish Councilors, Robert 

Weatherhead and Ben Robinson (robertweatherhead@hotmail.co.uk and ben@peregrinefinance.co.uk)  

The Parish Council will be discussing suggestions at their next meeting towards the end of August and reporting 

back thereafter. 



Village People 
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 As most villagers will know, Allan Martin sadly passed away earlier in the year. 
His wife, Sandie, has written us a wonderful and moving tribute, offering us all 
an insight into his fascinating life. 

 

Allan Martin  1946 – 2018 

 

We moved into Galphay Village just over 21 years ago. Allan had undergone 
major surgery a few months earlier and so it was a very vulnerable time in our 
lives. However, we felt immediately embraced by Dormer Cottage and the 
warmth of Galphay Village in general and will always remember the kindness 
offered to us in those early days. 

In the same way, Galphay neighbours and friends have helped us so much over recent years when the going 
got rough again and we appreciated your help so very much.  

However, this short resume is about the good times in Allan’s life when he was fit and well, which can      
sometimes be over shadowed by ill health and frailty. 

Allan, as some of you will know, was a fighter pilot in the RAF. He had always wanted to fly since a very early 
age and after joining up, initially as an Apprentice at RAF Halton, he was commissioned a few years later and 
gained his wings at RAF Cranwell. 

He felt incredibly lucky achieving his life time ambition of flying and would often say that he was paid for     
doing his hobby. Amongst others, he flew Lightnings, Phantoms and Tornadoes but the icing on the cake was   
being able to fly Spitfires and Hurricanes on the Battle of Britain Flight.  

He wasn’t just a military man though. Allan was a loving and supportive husband during our 46 years of     
marriage and a very proud father of our two daughters and grandfather to our six grandchildren. During his 
life, as well as flying, he loved rowing and sailing, and we enjoyed many holidays splashing around on water.  

As so many others before and after him, he became involved in village life and did the usual stint on the      
Village Hall Committee and Parish Council. He thoroughly enjoyed helping with the restoration of the Pinfold 
which formed part of the Millennium celebrations as well as helping with other gatherings on the Village 
Green and Institute – all good fun!! 

As a family, we have been very fortunate over the years and have many happy memories of our life together, 
many of which associated with Galphay Village. All so important now that Allan is no longer with us.  



Village People 
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Our roving sports reporter Gerry Johnson has 
been putting Galphay on the golfing map        
following a recent trip up north. 

Paddy Lafford, Mal Smart and Gerry Johnson 
ventured over the border on their annual golf 
trip.  
 
The first day was a round at Duddingston Golf 
Club in Edinburgh, right under Arthur’s Seat 
(photo). Then followed two days at the Seniors 
Open at the home of golf, St Andrews. Gerry 
commented: “It was wonderful to see the likes 
of Nick Faldo, Sandy Lyle, Colin Montgomerie 
and Ian Woosnam; they’re older than Mal and 
Paddy and Tom Watson is nearly as old as me! 
But they’re still great golfers.”  
And as Paddy observed: “We should have played Duddingston after picking up some tips from watching them.  
Maybe our scores would have been better.” Next year’s Open is at Portrush, so Northern Ireland could well be 
added to the Galphay golf map. 

Galphay’s prodigal son James Metcalfe and his partner Fiona Harris have recently completed a remarkable         
achievement in memory of a Fiona's sister who recently lost her brave battle with cancer. 

More than 30 walkers took part in the UK Three Peaks challenge to celebrate the life of Natalie Goulden, 
of Heworth, who died of cancer in June, aged 30. 

They were raising funds for St Leonard’s Hospice, which gave her wonderful care before her death. 

They set off at 4.37pm on Saturday, scaling Ben Nevis in 3hrs 53 minutes, Scafell Pike in 3hrs 33 and Snowdon in 
2hrs 52, and the bulk of the team finished at 4.17pm on Sunday, with 20 minutes to spare. There were 7 drivers, 
1060 miles driven, 24.9 miles walked (85741 steps), 50 mph winds, 18 hours of thunder storms, with just 4 hours 
sleep on the bus journey. 

James comments, “The National 3 Peaks was tough as hell but what an incredible bunch of guys to do it with. 
Tears were shed, blisters were made and the rain and wind did not stop, this however all made it so much more 
of an accomplishment once we completed it” 

Well done James and Fi! 

 

 



Village People 
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 Will someone just stop the man…. Our seemingly tireless cycling fanatic, Bob 
Munday has been at it again.  This time cycling 500 miles from Perth to John 
o’Groats. Because he can. 

Bob provided us with a daily update on his adventure: 

22-7-18 After meeting the other 25 riders and hearing all their adventures and achievements it is 
an early start today. Leaving Penrith at 8.30 via Carlisle it is 80 miles to Thornhill (no I have no idea 
where it is either). The weather is overcast, but dry so there will be no excuses. Well here we are in 
the pretty Scottish village of Thornhill. 

23-7-18 Well today is the first day of the Scottish islands. The journey takes us to Ardrossan where 
we catch the ferry to the Isle of Arran. Mileage is slightly less though a little more up and down so 
we will see how the day progresses with perhaps a little rain to speed us along. Here we are in a 
slightly drizzly Brodick on the Isle of Arran. Definitely more climbing today as we passed through 
the delights of Irvine, Kilmarnock etc and we even saw a Scottish castle. Slightly wet towards    
Ardrossan and a wet CalMac crossing to Brodick on Arran. A pleasant rest for the hour crossing 
and followed by a short ride to the hotel. Quite a range of people on the Tour, couples, a father and daughter, a mother and daughter, 
a couple from Canada and then a selection of singles with a spread of ages. No compulsion to ride as a group and everyone is able to go 
at their own pace. Lots of bike talk as you would imagine, but it can be avoided. 

24-7-18 Hello. It’s an early 7.30 start today to cycle across Arran for the ferry back to the mainland. Then onwards to Oban. Longer in 
the saddle at 25m and a few steep hills to climb. No mossies yet but time will tell. Hope you all have safe journeys today. My, my, the 
other travellers certainly like to talk about their bikes. I was told yesterday how one guy likes to polish his leather seat so that it stays 
waterproof and many other could give a long talk on the merits of their machine. But everyone is very pleasant though some a little 
intense when talking of their exploits. And so today has brought us to Oban, in preparation for the early ferry to Mull. There have been 
5 good climbs today, and obviously I use the term good very cautiously as they were all long stretches and reasonably taxing for me (if 
not for others). The total climb today was 4063 ft over 74 miles, making it the hardest so far. No big towns but long stretches of coast-
line,  harbours and Loch shorelines. Only the one castle at Lochranza on Arran, but I will keep a look out for more tomorrow.  

25-7-18 The queue for the VERY early ferry to Mull. As if that isn’t enough I understand that when we leave we have the biggest hill of 
the tour. 5 miles up hill, but I will tell you about that later, if I survive. Never has. Sea view Hotel) been so welcome. It has been a long 
ride getting to Mallaig. Two short ferry rides, onto and off Mull, and then a very lumpy ride with some stiff climbs. But you would never  
believe it….there was a Tunnock Tea Cake waiting for us with our cup of tea. Some facts for those who are interested: 6hours 30 min 
cycling, 78 miles, 5688 ft climbed. Am I allowed to say “well that is over half way!”…… I have said it anyway. 

26-7-18 Hello, The Skye’s the limit, or it will today as we are just boarding the ferry to Skye (7.30!!!). Three hours across Skye and leave 
on the bridge for lunch on the mainland again. I am told it is a hilly day, so what’s new, and 76 miles. Hope the weather has not been 
too hot for everyone. It got very hot here this afternoon making cycling hard work. After leaving Mallaig on the ferry for Skye there was 
10 m section up to the Skye Bridge  to get back to the mainland. The coastal ride along Skye was lovely but nearer the Bridge the roads 
were very busy. I was most impressed with the Bridge, but at this point I missed a turn and probably did an extra 5 miles trying to find      
everyone. The mountain scenery in the afternoon was excellent, made better by the weather as we passed Beinn Eighe  on our way to    
Kinlochewe for the evening. As expected it is getting a little difficult to sit on the saddle by the end of the day but more surprising my 
feet are suffering just as much. Oh well we can’t have everything!! 

27-7-18 Now that was a hard day and I know why they call it The Highlands. We came from Kinlochewe to Ullapool covering 75miles. 
Amazingly the average speed was 12.1 mph, which surprises me as I did my age. Just think how many cars and motor homes would 
have had to slow down behind us! However we beat the rain and it is weekend tomorrow so that calls for a celebration.  I wonder how 
many electric gears and hydraulic brakes I will hear about tonight? So Ullapool here we come. 

28-7-18 Am I allowed to say ,”It’s over?” Well I did and it is! 

Some long, long climbs today getting us to Durness on the north west coast of Scotland. The wind was an issue, and not because I had 
had too much beer, though luckily we only had about 2 hours rain. Only 67 miles but it felt like a little more. BUT all is forgiven after a 
celebration meal in the hotel, and the 500 miles covered can be hidden away in the memory. Hopefully I will be able to share a drink 
with everyone soon, by which time I will have forgotten the pain. 

So, after a train journey tomorrow, I will see you all soon. 

Bye, Bob. 



Down On The Farms 
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Kate Bailey runs Owster Hill Farm whilst her son Warwick along with his wife Sally run their other farm, Peacock 

Farm in Winksley. The Baileys are renowned for their pig production with both farms operating large pig units.  

Kate has the following update for us: 

A typical day at Owster Hill Farm, Monday 6th August: 

 

Check and worm the cattle.  We are hoping to sell some of these to go straight to the abattoir, and the others 

will be sold in the autumn to fatten elsewhere.  We are not expecting the price to be anything like last year's, due 

to the severe shortage of grass, hay and silage after the prolonged winter, followed by this summer's drought. 

The same will apply to our 250 shearlings - lambs born last year, now ready for breeding.  30 have gone already, 

but again at a lower price than last year.  These were sorted out for prospective buyers, the required 2 eartags 

checked, and sheep put in separate fields. They look really well, the little grass we have has a high energy       

content. 

A lorry arrived to take a load of pigs to the abattoir, after offloading weaners - 10 week old pigs.  The empty room 

was then power washed, disinfected and left for a week to dry.  This keeps our health status high, thus avoiding 

the use of antibiotics.  The new building has been a huge success, the pigs have been at a constant temperature 

during the hot weather and have thrived really well.  The movement book was then completed.  Again, feed     

prices are up, not only due to our poor harvest, but to low yields worldwide, particularly in Russia. Speculators 

on the futures market have also affected the cereal prices.  

The last job of the day, in the evening, was to prepare all the paperwork for one of our many audits we have 

each year, due on Thursday.  We spend more time in the office than we do on the farm! 

Owster Hill Farm—Kate 

Rather than ask our three contributing farms for an update each quarter, we have agreed to focus on one farm 

per issue therefore giving readers a more in-depth view about life on the farm at this time of year.   



Regular Events 
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Friendship Lunches @ The Galphay Inn 

Starting again in September  

Date TBC — See website and notice board 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL 

 

 

 

Coffee Morning @ The Galphay Inn 

 

Last Friday of the month 11am 

 

Pilates Class @ The Village Hall 

Thursday’s at 6pm - 7pm & 7pm - 8pm 

Please contact Paula Drury on              

07944 338138 to book or   

pdvetphysio@hotmail.co.uk   



News From The Pub 
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Our regular feature letting you know what’s been going on and what’s coming up at The Galphay Inn.  

Well it has been a great summer so far at The Galphay Inn. Our new roof terrace has had a lot of use in the    

sunny weather and all the plants have grown really well. 

On a more basic note we have just had the toilet roof redone, about 20 years past its sell by date and the work 

was carried out by Dave Barker of Masham to a very high standard.  

In the pub we have had some staff changes. Paul McGill has left us to pursue an alternative career outside of the 

catering industry and we will certainly miss him but wish him well for the future. 

Jules Brown from Kirkby Malzeard has joined us as our lead chef within the kitchen and is continuing to produce 

superb food as well as creating some new dishes. 

Behind the bar we have Connor Lafford with us and joining shortly will be Callum Anderson from Grantley and 

Jordan Halstead from Baldersby. All have good experience within the hospitality industry 

Future planned events are going to include:  

Curry Night / French Night / Quiz Nights from September 

Our steak night is proving very popular and at £27.50 for two steaks and half a litre of our house wine, its easy to 

see why! So we do really recommend booking early. 

As always both Jane Oland and myself would like to thank you all for your support and if there is an event you 

would like to see then let us know! 

Chris Duke, Pub Landlord 



Regular Features 

 www.galphay.org                   gvi@galphay.org 

Yorkshire Meme’s 

Our furry friend is back with his interesting take on life, love, money, cats, politics,  

biscuits, barking and village life. If you have anything you’d like to ask Archie you can 

contact him via on gvi@galphay.org  

Don’t expect the response from Archie to be helpful or ‘politically correct’ ...he is only 

a shaggy dog after all. 

Ask Archie……. 

Dear Archie 

My chimneys (one at the back, one at the front) 
used to be swept once a year. Now the local sweep 
says he is too old and not up to it any more        
(Last time, he lost his grip on the base of his rod 
and got it stuck for hours.) Another sweep I’ve 
found says I have to have him twice a year to make 
it worth his while. This will double the cost and 
cause twice the mess. If the rodding is done with 
sufficient vigor, once a year seems enough to me. 
This new man thinks he can have me over a barrel, 
as it is not easy to find anyone else. 
CDB, Grewelthorpe 
 

Dear CBD 

Time to challenge accepted practice and just get the 

openings blocked off and go electric. Its a lot cleaner 

and quicker but if you do find the need in a year or 

two, they can easily be opened up again. 

Paws, Archie 



 

 

Your Views—Your Village 
The idea of the Village Newsletter is to give everyone in the village a summary of what has been happening and 

what is coming up next. 

The Newsletter is not written on behalf of the GVI, The Pub or the Parish Council, it is written by the village and 

for the village as a community. 

We would love to hear your views, ideas, requests and even complaints. 

Whether you’d like to hold an event in the village hall or pub or have an issue in and around the village that you 

would like someone to address, please just ask gvi@galphay.org 
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Your Contacts 

Peter Norrie (Treasurer)  - Petra Oldeman  -  Doug Metcalf   -  Mal Smart  - Chris Duke 

 

Contact via :  gvi@galphay.org 

Galphay Village Hall Committee:  

Ben Robinson  

Contact on : 07766 525507 or ben@peregrinefinance.co.uk 

 

Robert Weatherhead  

Contact on : 07974 695774 or robertweatherhead@hotmail.co.uk 

Parish Councilors:  

The Galphay Inn:  

Chris Duke or Jane Oland 

Contact on :  01765 650002 or galphayinn@btinternet.com 

Autumn Newsletter Due Out November 2018 


