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Read all about the events and happenings in and around Galphay Village this Summer 
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Dates For The Diary 

• Pub Quiz — Tue 26th February @ 7.30pm

• Village Hall AGM — Tue 19th March  @ 7pm

• Village Litter Pick — Sun 31st March @ 11am



Village People 
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 Galphay has been lucky enough to welcome 3 new families into the village since the last issue of this        
newsletter and a big welcome to them all.  

 

Richard & Fiona Laycock & Family 

We have moved to Galphay from Helmsley where 
we lived for 12 years; prior to that we spent many 
years in South Africa. We have 4 daughters, ranging 
in age from 24 down to 9. The older 2 girls are 
working in London & at Uni in Edinburgh & of the 
younger ones Shona is at Ripon Grammar & Jana at 
Fountains Primary.  
 

Richard works for DWP on the banking payments 
side and spends his time travelling between their 
different offices. He destresses by working out at 
the gym. Fiona currently     performs a finance role at Helmsley medical centre and enjoys Pilates & yoga. We 
are very family orientated & pet lovers & enjoy walking our little dog, Titch. We have a great love of travelling 
and try to get away as often as possible.  

Chris & Fiona Sutherland 

Hi we are Chris and Fiona Sutherland , new residents of the Granary . 

We have moved across from Harrogate  and know this area well .  
We had always said we would retire to Kirkby Malzeard , so come pretty 
close. We’re both nursing health professionals. Chris works just outside 
Harrogate for the military , Fiona as part of the team at a Ripon GP    
practice      

We have 3 adult children, Em our eldest has our amazing 18month old 
grandchild George. Ali is a joiner and  currently staying with us while he 
looks for his own place. Fran the youngest is just about to qualify as an 
adult nurse and is going to work at Harrogate District. 

Our main interests are walking the dales with our three unruly spaniels .  

When we are not out there we help Spaniel Aid with fostering and  transporting 
spaniels in need. We finally failed with Springer Lyla who is quite a character.  
Other interests are travelling , and spending time with friends. 

Thank you for welcoming us into your community,  

Regards,   

Chris and Fiona   



Village People 
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The first of three new arrivals into the village in the past few months were Tony and Claire Marsh who arrived 

with something of a splash. As a slight move from the norm they decided to write a little bit about what it is 

like to move into a village like Galphay and how they have been welcomed: 

 

Tony and Claire Marsh 

Having spent two years trawling Yorkshire, from Wetherby to Otley, Birstwith to Boroughbridge, we finally 

found our perfect location in Galphay. Our “Escape to the Country” began on 9th August 2018.  

What more could we ask for? A future proof bungalow, ideal for a couple approaching retirement; a beautiful 

garden with view – a welcoming hostelry diagonally opposite. 

Settling in and feeling that life was one long holiday, we commenced the renovation of our new home with a 

spirit of optimism. Work began on extending the property on 22nd October. A four to six week build was 

promised, and we looked forward to the project which would make the most of our rear facing views. 

However, four days into the build we met with one almighty glitch. When digging the foundations, our builder 

managed to hit the village pumped sewer pipe! We knew the existence of this pipe as it was supposed to run 

through our garden at the far end, adjacent to our neighbour’s hedge. In reality, the pipe ran straight across 

the rear of our house… We returned from work to find what could only be described as a moat filled with all 

the village excrement. Not a pretty sight or smell! Worse was to follow. Yorkshire Water emergency call out 

arrived, the road was closed, our trench was pumped, and after the Yorkshire wagon was filled to capacity the 

village effluent poured down the hill. Not a way to make friends or influence people. We can only apologise. 

Feeling glum and somewhat embarrassed, we took refuge with our dog Molly in the Galphay Inn where we 

were teased and consoled in equal measure. The friendship and support we found there has been second to 

none. Even now, 22 weeks in to what was supposed to be a maximum 6 week build, no one has complained 

about our tales of woe- far too many to recount here.   

We did make quite an impact on the village in the first few months of living here. Today the builder made his 

final call. We do, henceforth, promise to be well-behaved villagers and never ever again be the cause of a flood 

of sewage of such epic proportions! 

 



In And Around The Village 
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The annual village litter pick is taking place on Sunday 31st March at 11am, 

meeting at the bus shelter.  

The picture to the right shows what was collected last year. We have to deal with 

this year on year and it is desperately annoying that some people are not in the 

least bit phased by throwing their McDonalds or old coffee cups out of their car 

window and onto our lanes.  

We welcome all helpers and suggest you bring some gloves and a picker if you 

have one. Thanking you all in advance. 

Thanks to the person who had issue with the placement of road cones on Tripping Lane    

between the 4th & 6th of February, deciding to launch them over the hedge and into   

Brenda Bells field. The cones weren’t just placed by the hedge gently, they were hurled 

with some vigour and effort. You will know who you are, congratulations and well done. 

The cones were not there as some modern art installation, they were there to reduce the 

amount of damage to the grass verge which was potentially going to be caused by NYCC 

Highways in their infinite as ever wisdom diverting village traffic down a narrow single lane. 

The annual Galphay Xmas Market was held up at the village hall on  

Sunday November 17th. 

It was a good turnout and although a little lower in visitor numbers 

than last year, the team still managed to raise around £500 for the 

village hall funds. 

As well as buying some of the fantastic gifts on offer from the stall 

holders, villagers were also able to catch up with each other over a 

warm glass of mulled wine, tea and cakes. This always goes down 

very well. As usual, the GVI and village thank the ever willing bakers and helpers.  

The GVI has recently asked villagers to consider the removal of the  

old tennis court mesh fence at the hall. There is an overwhelming 

view that it should go. The tennis court is no longer viable and the 

fence does now get in the way of village events. Children can still 

use the portable goal posts and simply kick towards the large 

hedge at the rear of the plot. Moving the fence will allow the     

tables and benches to be spread out and leave a more user friend-

ly area. 
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The Galphay Village Institute Is Recruiting…….Still 

The current GVI Committee remain on the lookout for four more members to help organize and run events at 

the village hall and also in the wider community.  

The current members are: Mal Smart, Petra Oldeman, Doug Metcalf and Peter Norrie. 

If you would like to join the committee, please email gvi@galphay.org or speak to one of the committee      

members in person. 

Whilst we keep hearing that ‘times are changing’ and village dances or whist drives are a thing of the past,      

Galphay still has a fantastic asset in the village hall, hopefully an asset that with a little love and care will be 

around for many years to come. 

Whilst activities at the hall have certainly scaled back over the past few years, the GVI (Galphay Village Institute) 

is still very much active, remains a charitable trust and desperately needs some new blood, vigor and ideas to 

push on for the next few years. 

There are a good crop of new faces in the village, many of whom will have fantastic ideas to share or able to 

lend your time and skills to the hall and its management committee. 

As ever, the GVI is not just about the village hall it is about wider village amenities, events and fun.  

Below are photos of some of the events held at the hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘ 

 

In And Around The Village 



Forthcoming Events 
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Tuesday 26th February in The Galphay Inn  

7pm onwards and including a hot supper.  

Lets make this one a full house! 



Down On The Farm 
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Winter at Gold Coin Farm  - Robert & Christine Weatherhead 

Rather than ask our three contributing farms for an update each quarter, we have agreed to focus on one farm 

per issue therefore giving readers a more in-depth view about life on the farm at this time of year.   

Preparing for winter last autumn seems a distant memory away now. Starting with vaccinating over 300 cattle 

during September & October which consisted of 2 injections each 3 weeks apart to cover them against          

pneumonia and other diseases which can become a problem when they are housed. 

The winter months mainly consist of keeping the cattle fed, watered and bedded up which takes up most of our 

time. We managed to get stocked up quite well last summer with forage and bedding straw although it‘s going 

to be pretty tight especially if spring is late arriving like last year. We are currently using 12 bales of silage every 

other day and the thought of having to buy any in at £35 to £45 per bale is quite frightening as this is the price 

what big bale silage is making due to last year’s very late, wet spring and then the hot, dry summer. 

Having fallen into a 3km zone of a TB reactor last year we have just completed our 6 month Radial TB Test of all 

348 cattle, fortunately they all passed clear but it’s quite stressful for the cattle and all involved as the procedure 

requires each animal to be injected in the neck with both Avian and Bovine tuberculin on one day than 4 days 

later they all have to go back through the race so the necks can be checked for any lumps or bumps. The next 

test will fall in 12 months time. 

The small flock of sheep have just been scanned with 13 expecting single lambs, 25 expecting twins and 2         

expecting triplets we are not sure yet if we are going to lamb them or sell them on for someone else to lamb 

them. But, we have now started to supplement their feeding regime with a concentrate to help produce good 

strong lambs. 

In January this year we coppiced some old Hawthorn trees in the field behind the bungalow and planted a small 

woodland area with native English trees. This work was done with the help of a grant from the Yorkshire Dales 

Millennium Trust Woodland project. So hopefully in a number of years we’ll have a small flourishing woodland 

area. 

We now seem to be seeing light at the end of the tunnel regarding coming through the winter months with 

spring hopefully just around the corner!! 



Regular Events 
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Coffee Morning @ The Galphay Inn 

 

Last Friday of the month 11am 

 

Pilates Class @ The Village Hall 

Thursday’s at 6pm - 7pm & 7pm - 8pm 

Please contact Paula Drury on              

07944 338138 to book or   

pdvetphysio@hotmail.co.uk   

 

 

Please See The Pub For Details 



Regular Features 
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One evening as Noah stood on his Ark, 

Putting green oil in’t starboard side lamp, 

His wife came along and said, 'Noah, summat's wrong, 

Our cabin is getting quite damp’ 

Noah said, 'Is that so?' Then he went down below, 

And found it were true what she'd said, 

For there on the floor a great puddle he saw, 

Just was slopping around under t' bed. 

Said Noah, 'There's an 'ole in the floor somewhere, 

We must find it before we retire.' 

Then he thowt for a bit, and he said 'Aye, that's it, 

A Beagle is what we require.' 

So he went to fetch Beagle from’t place where it lay, 

'Tween the skunk and the polecat it were, 

And as things there below, were a trifle so-so, 

It were glad of a breath of fresh air.  

They followed the hound as it went sniffing round, 

'Til finally they located the leak, 

'Twere a hole in the side, about two inches wide, 

Where a swordfish had poked in its beak. 

And by ekc, how the water came in through that hole, 

Well, young Shem who at sums was expert, 

Worked it out on his slate that it came at the rate, 

Of per gallon, per second, per squirt. 

The hound tried hard to keep water in check, 

By lapping it up with his tongue, 

But it came in so fast through that hole, that at last, 

He shoved in his nose for a bung. 

The poor faithful hound, he were very near drowned, 

As they dragged him away none too soon,  

For the stream as it rose, pushed its way up his nose, 

And blew him up like a balloon.  

And then Mrs Noah shoved her elbow in t'hole, 

And said,' Eh! it's stopped I believe,' 

Until very soon as she'd altered her tune, 

For the water had got up her sleeve. 

When she saw as her elbow weren't doing much good, 

She said to Noah, 'I've an idea, 

You sit on the leak and by t'end of the week, 

There's no knowing, the weather may clear.' 

Noah didn't think much to this notion, 

But reckoned he'd give it a try, 

Down on t’hole he flopped, and the leak it all stopped, 

And all... except him, was quite dry. 

They took him his breakfast and dinner and tea, 

As day after day there he sat, 

'Til the rain was all passed and they landed at last, 

On the top side of Mount Ararat.  

And that is how Noah got them all safe ashore, 

But ever since then, strange to tell, 

Them as helped save the Ark has all carried a mark, 

Aye, and all their descendants as well. 

That's why dog has a cold nose, and ladies cold elbows, 

You'll also find if you enquire, 

That's why a man takes his coat tails in hand, 

And stands with his arse to the fire. 

In light of Tony & Claire's ‘flood of epic proportions’ I thought the little tale below might go down well. 

Originally written by Marriot Edgar, I have heard this told several times at hunt sing songs, with slight variations. 

It needs saying with a hard northern accent. Also quite apt given the our local Beagles, Ely & Patch. 

Always told with a strong northern accent…. 



 

Your Views—Your Village 
The idea of the Village Newsletter is to give everyone in the village a summary of what has been happening and 

what is coming up next. 

The Newsletter is not written on behalf of the GVI, The Pub or the Parish Council, it is written by the village and 

for the village as a community. 

We would love to hear your views, ideas, requests and even complaints. 

Whether you’d like to hold an event in the village hall or pub or have an issue in and around the village that you 

would like someone to address, please just ask gvi@galphay.org 
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Your Contacts 

Peter Norrie (Treasurer)  - Petra Oldeman  -  Doug Metcalf   -  Mal Smart   

 

Contact via :  gvi@galphay.org 

Galphay Village Hall Committee:  

Ben Robinson  

Contact on : 07766 525507 or ben@peregrinefinance.co.uk 

 

Robert Weatherhead  

Contact on : 07974 695774 or robertweatherhead@hotmail.co.uk 

Parish Councilors:  

The Galphay Inn:  

Chris Duke  

Contact on :  01765 650002 or galphayinn@btinternet.com 

Spring Newsletter Due Out May 2019 

North Yorkshire County Council Highways: (potholes, road signs etc) 

Contact on :  Area6.Boroughbridge@northyorks.gov.uk  




